      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 17th June 2024 held at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs.Gordon (Chairperson), Newsham, Pickavance, Taylor.

Borough Cllr. Paul Hesketh
LCC Eddie Pope

Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 

There was one member of the public.
1500/24   To receive apologies

Cllrs. Cummings, Pryke, Rear
1501/24    To consider and approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 
20th May 2024
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 20th May 2024 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
1502/24        To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE
1503/24 To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
NONE

1504/24 To consider planning applications as below:

2024/0437/FUL The Garth, Sandy Lane, Holmeswood, Ormskirk, Lancashire
Relocation of the existing access track to increase grazing land, extension to the
existing stable block and construction of a menage
It was resolved the council supported this application.

2024/0414/FUL Lancashire Wildlife Trust, Visitor Centre, Mere Sands Wood Nature Reserve, Holmeswood Road, Rufford.
Extension to overflow car park, erection of agricultural building, installation of log
burning stove and pergola in cafe, replacement sewerage treatment plant, 2 new water
viewing platforms, erection of; pergola, natural play area and mud kitchen, bat roost,
installation of fence to yard area
It was resolved the council do not support this application and asked the borough councillor John Gordon to call the application in before 5th July 2024.

Ongoing planning appeals.
NONE

Ongoing planning

NONE

Planning decision granted
2024/0155/FUL Hermitage, 79 Liverpool Road, Rufford

Replacement windows

Planning decisions refused.

NONE

Prior approval planning

NONE

1505/24 To authorise payments of the following accounts:
022760  AED Donate defibs                                                                  £342.00

022761  Yates Playgrounds Ltd.                                                            £390.00

022762  CJ Pennington  grass cutting   April 2024                               £909.60                                        

022763  Church hall hire Jan/Mar/April 24                                           £36.00

022764  KC Computers Ltd. Inks Feb 24                                              £41.99

022765  K Newsham Salary and admin                                                 £635.00

022766  P Brookfield     park maintenance                                            £296.74

022767  KC Computers Ltd.  Ink April 24                                             £36.96

DDM      Easy Websites   mthly                                                              £36.96

Income :  1st payment   concurrent grant 2024/25                                 £864.00

                 Miscellaneous payment : Mrs Julie Hughes  (defib)             £573.35

It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
1506/24   Flood Risk
Cllr Newsham discussed Cousins Lane flooding and east of Mere Sands Wood, Holmeswood Road. Cllr Newsham would update the council with information at the next council meeting.
150724   Highways
West   -  Discuss speeding New Road/Holmeswood Road / A59 and HGVs 

Holmeswood Road – Mere Brow
Cllr Pryke spoke with LCC Highways and managed to obtain deer signs being placed within the next two months on Holmeswood Road.
The council noted the information.
A59 Liverpool Road SPID
The clerk read out a letter from LCC Highways – Paul Connell – in which they state the SPID is coming to the end of its lifespan and would not be replaced . It would be the responsibility of the parish council to replace.
It was resolved by the council to not support this and asked LCC Cllr Eddie Pope to take the matter up with LCC Highways.
East – Discuss speeding HGVs A59- Parbold
NONE

1508/24 Public footpaths   

PROW statement footpath 18
Cllr Pryke had written to LCC footpaths officer David Goode, regarding complaints from the public entrance to Fiddlers Farm, Brick Kiln Lane, Rufford, deterring walkers with dogs on footpath 18.

David Goode LCC footpath officer replied that it is not a legal requirement but merely a request by the landowner, and it is a matter for a person whether to comply with the request or not.

The council noted the information.

1509/24  Village Halls
 Rufford

NONE

Holmeswood
NONE

1510/24   Recreation Grounds 

Excessive damage to side of Rufford Park

The clerk has had a number of complaints about the damage to grass on Rufford Park; this was caused by a charity tractor run. It was suggested by members of the public if the charity run is happening in the future, the park should not be used and held in a farmer’s field.

Cllr Pickavance who organised the charity tractor run apologised to the council stating heavy rain caused the issue. He stated he would rectify the park and also stated the tractor run raised £4,100 for charity.

The council noted the information and accepted Cllr. Pickavance’s apologies to rectify the park  and congratulated them for raising that amount of money.
1511/24    Request for Hesketh Bank to use football pitch.

It was resolved by the council not to support this request as the park is well-used by the public.

1512/24Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors

NONE
1513/24 Village Society/Friends of Rufford Station
NONE

1514/24 To note and approve the clerk’s report.
           Village Events for June/July 2024

Rufford Open gardens 29th/30th June

Rufford Primary School Summer fair – School field    6th July

Prosecco and proms band concert   6th July

Rufford Village Hall fair  13th July

Rufford Family Fun Day  21st July

Details of all events on posters, Facebook, church and cricket club websites
The council noted the information.

1515/24   To note police information

NONE

1516/24      To note the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for 15th July 2024. 

It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 15th July 2024
Chairperson closed the meeting  at  8.20 pm
_______________________
Chairperson’s signature and date
